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ASSISTANCE TO GIFTED STUDENTS IN BRAZIL

IMPLEMENTATION OF A NUCLUES OF ACTIVITIES FOR HIGH ABILITIES/TALENTS (NAAH/S)

Bath the tesritarial extension as well as the
large pogulation existent in Brazil brangs
orest challenges to tha implemeantatian of
policies that may attend diversities and
demanids of sevaral regionz. The largest
cauntry in Latin Amesica’ is organizad i
five greas north, northesst. west centar,
south and southaast, which are constituf-
ed ot 2B s1ates and a fedaral district, Tha-
e states are divided o 5,564 munecipal
distrocts. The total poputation of the coun-
Iry 15 arownd 18F milfion inhahitants, of
wihom B0 millinn {33 %) are childean and
adolescents. This means a pumber af can-
sitarabla challenges especially in the field
of aducation in tarms of number of stud

ents with & gifted potentsal wha may be
assistad and the number of teachers to
be formed.

Howevier, the existant laws faver the de-
valopment of aducation policias, since
giltad studants have had their rights 1a
specialized education recagnized. Among
othar effactiva current laws, the National
duldalines tar Special Education in Basic
Education [Brazl, Z007) recognize tha gil-
ted student as ana who presents “great
learnomp facility which lzads him/her to
dominata concepts, procedures and atti
tdas guickly® end it stipufates that the
a5sislance o thosa students should be
organized in the regular clessenam setting
or in Tesource rooms through specialized
educational sarvices. Tharefore, the im-
plementation of & policy that may guaran-
tee the gxecution af these determinations
hecame & great concen for tha Minstry
of Education

Consequantly, in Nowember 2008, the bi-
niztry of Education implemented a Nucie-
us of Activities far High Abilities/Talants
INAAHS] in each state and in the Tadaral
district. The infention was 1o mativate the
spraad of concepls and educational tech-
niques throegh the services renderad by
the Muclai and to guarantee administra-
tion atanamy al educational oftices in
relatien to the teachers' formation and 10
e sarvice offered 1o gifted studants.

To accomplish the ahjestive of offering support 10 the educatsanal systems, the Nuglei sire-
tura i arganized inta thrae sarvice units; tha Teacher Unit, which has the objective of anabling
the taechers’ continupus formation; the Student Unif, which aims at promating the idantifica
tion of the stutents’ educatianal needs and rendering complament service so thal they may
gxphore areas of mlerest, leaming methads a5 well ag resaarch and poaject technigues; th
Famaly Unit, which has the function of rendaring arientation and suppart to the family, with
views tn the anderstanding of thair children’s hehaviar, Those Nucle wark in partnershep with
universities, specialized centers, non-governmental arganizabions, inst lutans, councils and
spacialisis with the Educational State Sacretanss.

Befora the implementation of the Muclel, Braail had few public assistance nitiatives
for the gifted. According to Alancar and Fleith {2007}, anly eight Brazlan states had
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implamanted programs to assist siu-
dents that stood out in intellectual and aca-
demic areas in their capials. Some states
possessed private initiative programs.
Among them. five have had their work
recognized and thay sarve a5 a support
for the development of public and private
poficies:?

The Obpective Pragram of Incantiva to
Talent (POIT| is a coaperation pioject
between the University Paclista and
the Objativo School which, within the
school. takes care of the identification
of talened students and offers extra-
curricular courses, as well as onenta-
tion to the families and orientation to
sehon! professionals. For the popula-
tion of the city of 530 Paule, It offers
pavchological evaluation and guidance,
famify orientation and orientation re-
garding other schools, |t contributas
with production of knowledoe through
a research group named “Intglligence
and Creation”™ and through the promo-
tion of avents on the issue, thus propa-
gating socialy sensitizatian.

The Potential and Talent Development
Center {CEDET] iz Iocated in the city
of Lavras, in the state of Minas Ge-
rais, and it davelops &n educational
program for the gifted and talented
students integrated in tha schaol sys-
tam, The center’s activities involve s-
tablishing a natwark of influence in
which family, community and schogl
are called to participate in the educa-
tional process in different moments
The ability domam stimelation 15 im-
plamented by an individual working
plan put together by the child with its
counsalor each semestar.

The Instiute for Learning Optimization
[INODAFP) 2 an NGO, @ non-gavern-
mental grganization, which is located
in the city of Curitiba, in the state of
Parana and whose mission 15 10 sup-
port and develop actions and servicas
for the dafense and development of

the human being in research, culture, science and in special education, with foous
on giftedness. Its main purposs 18 o ideatify and evaluate the students’ intetlactu-
al potential and 1o offer activities to respect thair thythm, interests and abilities. It
also offars discussion groups oriented towards parents and adults and talent deve-
lopment groups for children and young people.

»  TheMaria Teles Institute (Ismart] in 380 Paula has concantrated its efforts on the aca-
demic developmant of low-income talented young peopla i thrae projects. The Sound
Base Project, created in partnership with private schools in the states of 530 Paule,
fio de Janeire and Fertaleza, offers 7 grade students & hwio-year cOUNSE 10 prapare
ihem for entrance examingtions to these private schools and award them full high
school scholarships for those who pass the exam. The Froject Schafarshies for Talents
grants seholarships and ather benefits to young people with an excaptional acedemic
track record. The Brovect Soost for Talent is meant for students who are already an-
rolted to develop projects focusing exclusively on extracurricular activities.

« The organization “Gultural and Education Assistance in Rescuing Academic Talanis”
JACEATA} IS locatad in the city of Rin de Janeiro 2nd its mission is to assist the cultural
and educational needs of childran and young people with acadermir taients, The idea
i5 1o allow the students to have access to contents which ara not part of the regular
education and thus promote the discovery of intarests, while l=arning in an extrermea-
Iy aceelerated thythm and in 2 difterentiated way. It offers oriantation for curricular
ardaptation and assistance to the needs of studants with academic talents, as well as
extracurricular enrichrment programs for school activities, Anothar Service concarns
the prigntation to family members.

Thess pubdic and private afforts have been composimg the Brazilian scena as regards gifted-
ness, They ara programs that try 1o disseminate the several theories and practices referring
to the developrent of gifted individuals, to teachers’ formation and the support to families
in a developing, vast, culturally and ethnically diverse country.
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