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WE ARE NOT 
ENEMIES! 



 

NOR ARE WE 
MIRROR IMAGES! 



THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BEING 

  

DIFFERENT 

 
IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 



òINDIVIDUALS WITH 
INTELLECTUAL 
DISABILITIESó 

 

òGIFTED INDIVIDUALSó 



DEFINITIONS 

AND 

TERMINOLOGY 



 

CRITERION A: SUBAVERAGE INTELLECTUAL 
FUNCTIONING 

 

CRITERION B: SIGNIFICANT LIMITATION OF 
ADAPTIVE FUNCTIONING 

 

CRITERION C: ONSET BEFORE AGE 18 



 

JUST KIDDING! 



  Gifted individuals are those who demonstrate 
outstanding levels of aptitude (defined as an 
exceptional ability to reason and learn ) or 
competence  (documented performance of 
achievement in top 10% or rarer) in one or 
more domains.  Domains include any 
structured area of activity with its own 
symbol system  (e.g., mathematics, music, 
language) and/or set of sensorimotor skills 
(e.g., painting, dance, sports).  



  The development of ability or talent is a lifelong  
process.  It can be evident in young  children as 
exceptional performance on tests  and/or other 
measures of ability or as a rapid rate of learning , 
compared to other students of the same age, or 
in actual achievement in a domain. As individuals 
mature é achievement and high levels of 
motivation ébecome the primary 
characteristics éVarious factors can either 
enhance or inhibit the development and 
expression of abilities.  



  Continuing  high levels of exceptional adult 

performance  will require, in addition to advanced 

knowledge and skills, high levels of motivation , 

perseverance , and creative problem - solving .  

Exceptionally capable adults are among those most 

likely to contribute to the advancement of a society 

and its scientific, humanistic, and social goals . 



 FEEBLEMINDEDNESS 
Moron, Imbecile, Idiot    

 

 MENTAL DEFICIENCY 
   Educable, Trainable  

 

 MENTAL RETARDATION 
    Borderline, mild, moderate, severe, profound  

 

INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY 



GIFTEDNESS 

       GIFTEDNESS 

             GIFTEDNESS 

                    GIFTEDNESS 



  EASIER TO DISCOVER WHATõS WRONG THAN 
WHATõS RIGHT 
 

  GENETIC DISORDERS GENERALLY SIMPLER 
THAN GENETIC ENHANCEMENT 
 

  OPTIMAL UPBRINGING REQUIRED FOR 
OPTIMAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

  GIFTED FAMILIES MAY OR MAY NOT PRODUCE 
CREATIVE KIDS 
 
 





  NEUROPLASTICITY : WHATõS 
VULNERABLE IS ALSO 
ENHANCEABLE:  AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR 
PROMOTING GIFTEDNESS?? 



THEY ARE MUCH BETTER AT THIS THAN 
WE ARE! 

 

WE ESPECIALLY NEED TO INVOLVE 
PEDIATRICIANS AS WELL AS MASTER 
TALENTS WHO CAN SPOT PROMISING 

TALENT 



 

Once upon a time, investigators were 
interested in normative development!  

 

How are we supposed to figure out whatõs 
òdeviant?ó 

 

Voila!  Tests!  





}Qualitative vs. quantitative (i.e., maturity, or 
mental age)?  
 

}Cognitive domains ð where are the 
differences?  
 

}The more striking the differences, the more 
central is the function to òintelligence.ó 
 

}Redrawing the normal curve to fit the facts ð 
easy at the low end, impossible at the top.  
 



}Intra - individual asynchronies greater at the 
high end.  

 

}Correlations between subtests inversely 
related to IQ  

 

}Test - retest reliability inversely related, too.  

 

 



}                          V vs P         V vs WM       P vs WM 

 

}Seattle ( N=31 )     15.5          15             11  

 

}Denver ( N=103 )   10             16               9  

 

}Stand pop ²120    9.5            9               7.5  

 

}Stand pop ¢  70     8              7.5           11  




