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WE ARE NOT 
ENEMIES! 



 

NOR ARE WE 
MIRROR IMAGES! 



THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BEING 

  

DIFFERENT 

 
IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 



òINDIVIDUALS WITH 
INTELLECTUAL 
DISABILITIESó 

 

òGIFTED INDIVIDUALSó 



DEFINITIONS 

AND 

TERMINOLOGY 



 

CRITERION A: SUBAVERAGE INTELLECTUAL 
FUNCTIONING 

 

CRITERION B: SIGNIFICANT LIMITATION OF 
ADAPTIVE FUNCTIONING 

 

CRITERION C: ONSET BEFORE AGE 18 



 

JUST KIDDING! 



  Gifted individuals are those who demonstrate 
outstanding levels of aptitude (defined as an 
exceptional ability to reason and learn ) or 
competence  (documented performance of 
achievement in top 10% or rarer) in one or 
more domains.  Domains include any 
structured area of activity with its own 
symbol system  (e.g., mathematics, music, 
language) and/or set of sensorimotor skills 
(e.g., painting, dance, sports).  



  The development of ability or talent is a lifelong  
process.  It can be evident in young  children as 
exceptional performance on tests  and/or other 
measures of ability or as a rapid rate of learning , 
compared to other students of the same age, or 
in actual achievement in a domain. As individuals 
mature é achievement and high levels of 
motivation ébecome the primary 
characteristics éVarious factors can either 
enhance or inhibit the development and 
expression of abilities.  


