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These programsé 

¸Respond to individual needs in a personalized 

way with access to knowledgeable counselors 

¸Utilize information from formal and informal 

assessments for decision-making 

¸Select from a ñsmorgasbordò of in- and out-of-

school opportunities and resources to meet 

individual needs 

¸ Involve students and parents in decision-making 

¸Consider social and emotional needs/access to 

intellectual peers  

 



Mathematically talented students 

Tarað7th grade 

¸ SAT-M 760, CR 420 at 12 

¸ Enrolled in pre-algebra 

¸ Good social skills, likes 

school 

¸ Talented dancer, active in  

drama 

 

Valerieð7th grade 

¸ SAT-M 480, CR 740 at 12 

¸ Enrolled in pre-algebra and 

G/T pullout program 

¸ Feels socially isolated 

¸ Very Intellectual interests; 

no extracurricular activities 

 

Samð7th grade 

¸ SAT-M 760, CR 720 at 12 

¸ Takes precalculus online 

¸ Plays trumpet in band, no 

other activities 

¸ Feels very unchallenged 

 

 

Peterð7th grade 

¸ SAT-M 520, CR 510 at 12 

¸ Enrolled in algebra and G/T 

pullout program  

¸ Good social skills 

¸ Active in sports, Model UN, 

and scouts    

 



Our experience and research have 

shown us what worksé 

¸ Acceleration, grouping, curricular flexibility  

¸Magnet schools, internships, early college  

¸ Summer programs, online learning  

¸ Extracurricular activities, competitions 

¸ Interaction with intellectual peers, access to role 

models and mentors 

Specific choices should be geared to individual 

needs. But these opportunities remain 

inaccessible for too many students. We need 

policies that increase accessibility.   



 

Recommendations for  

Policy and Practice  

 
¸ Schools must recognize individual differences in 

learning and respond with flexibility.  

¸ Assessment should be used to guide decision-

making, including above-level testing. 

¸ Schools should be required to offer a variety of 

supplemental extracurricular activities. 

¸ Schools should sponsor publicly funded summer 

learning opportunities, and scholarship support 

should be available for fee-based programs. 

 

 

 

 



Recommendations for  

Policy and Practice, cont. 
¸Counselors and teachers should be expected to 

recommend appropriate out-of-school 

opportunities to students and parents.  

¸ Publicly funded websites should inform parents 

about supplemental learning opportunities. 

¸ Schools should offer school credit for relevant  

out-of-school learning. 

¸More magnet schools should be established so 

all who might benefit have the option of 

attending one. 

 

 


